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Announcements 

Next society meeting: 

Tuesday, February 

16th at 7:00 p.m. in the   

Potter Meeting Room in 

Botanic Hall at      

Cheekwood Botanical 

Gardens.  The OSMT 

board meeting will   

convene at 6:30. 

February Program: T.B.A. 

Membership dues for 

2010 are now due.     

The cost is still just 

$25.00 for the entire 

year.  Have your       

personal checks or cash 

ready to give to our   

society treasurer,  Jan 

Lawrence, at the       

February meeting. Or 

you can mail your check 

to Jan today at the     

following address :                
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Departments 

Yes, itõs that time of year again, folks.  

The first big event for the Society in 2010 

will be the 21st Annual Nashville Lawn 

and Garden Show scheduled to take place 

Thurs., March 4th thru Sun., March 7th 

at the old and familiar Tennessee State 

Fairgrounds, possibly for the last time 

before the City of Nashville redevelops 

the site.  

The show theme for this year will be   

õArtistic by Natureõ, and as always OSMT 

will be installing a garden exhibit and 

staffing an information booth with the 

goal of educating members of the general 

public about orchids and our society in 

general.  Besides being a significant  

fundraising event from plant sale        

proceeds, the show is an excellent        

opportunity for us to demonstrate to the 

local community what we are all about 

and hopefully get interested people to 

sign up and become new members.  

Therefore, it is hoped that as many     

current society members will be able to 

participate in this annual event by      

contributing orchid plants in bloom for 

the garden exhibit, as well as by          

volunteering their time to help with the 

exhibit setup on the days and evenings 

leading up to the showõs opening on   

Thursday morning and also to help staff 

the society exhibit and information booth 

throughout the 4 -day event.  

In an effort to tie in with this yearõs overall 

show theme, the title of the OSMT garden 

exhibit will be õOrchids: Natural Beauty for 

Artistic Inspirationõ.  In addition to our 

standard display of blooming orchids, we 

will also include a smaller educational   

display on the artistic and scientific       

tradition of depicting orchids in botanical 

illustration. There will be sign -up sheets at 

the February meeting for volunteers.  

Planning for 21st Annual Nashville Lawn and         

Garden Show, March 4th-7th 

February 2010February 2010February 2010   

óArtistic by Natureô is this yearôs show theme                                                                              

Winter IPA meeting at Peach State Orchids  

The Winter Meeting of the 

International Phalaenopsis 

Alliance will take place on 

Sat., Feb. 20th at Peach 

State Orchids, located in 

Woodstock, GA about 30 

miles north of Atlanta. The 

daylong schedule of events 

is as follows:                          

9:00am - Open greenhouses       

10am - Panel discussion by 

experts on Phalaenopsis 

culture and Q&A session  

on problem troubleshooting.             

11:30am -  Break for lunch 

on your own at a local area 

restaurant.              

1:00pm - Featured speaker 

Peter Lin of Big Leaf Or-

chids on ôBreeding and 

Growing Novelty          

Phalaenopsisõ with Q&A. 

2:30pm - IPA plant auction 

3:30pm -Open greenhouses 

For more information,      

please e-mail Tom Harper.  
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Jan Lawrence 

3616 Pierside Drive 

Hermitage, TN 37076 



As anticipated, OSMTõs own Ed 

Merkle presented his excellent      

program entitled ôCattleyas : The 

Queen of Orchidsõ as an encore       

(re)presentation and followup to his 

previously scheduled talk for        

September when some technical     

difficulties prevented him from    

running the slide show he had    

originally planned.   

As a nice compliment to Edõs previous 

impromptu discussion and Q&A    

session on Cattleya culture and 

breeding back in September, the 

slideshow outlined and demonstrated 

the morphological contributions of 

the major sub -groups within the  

A motion was passed to approve the one -time donation of $500.00 to the American Orchid Society given the 

financial difficulties that our parent organization is currently   facing during the current economic       

downturn.  

A motion was passed to reaffirm the membershipõs previous approval of an annual donation of $500.00 to 

Cheekwood Botanical Gardens for the 2009 year, plus an additional donation of $500.00 for the 2010 year, 

for a total of $1,000.00 .  A society check for this amount will be given to  Botanical Garden and                

Horticultural Manager Leigh Anne Lomax with the stipulation that this money be spent on a project      

undertaken by the horticultural division of Cheekwood.  

From the January Meeting...From the January Meeting...From the January Meeting...   
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Speaker Ed Merkle discusses the genus Cattleya 

The January plant table 

I.  The 2009 Audit Committee gives preliminary report 

At the January general meeting, Dick Frank, in fulfillment of his duties as head auditor of OSMTõs 2009      

financial accounts, gave members a summary of his findings following his review of Jan Lawrenceõs Annual 

Treasurerõs  Report and the society checkbook.  Overall, Dick was very pleased with the organization and   

presentation of the societyõs financial records for the past year, and he was able to confirm that, in the end, all 

of the debits from and credits to the societyõs checking account were reconciled with the balance in the January 

yearend statement from the bank.  Furthermore, he reported that there were no unusual, excessive, or         

unreasonable expenditures or reimbursements found during his review.   

Dickõs only suggestion for improvement was that, in years when the society plans to hold an orchid show, an 

effort be made to keep a simultaneous and separate accounting of financial transactions related to the show in 

order to make it easier to distinguish which transactions fall into this category.  Final OK of the societyõs 2009   

financial records now only awaits the review and stamp of approval by OSMT Senior Trustee Rick Lockwood.   

III. The following motions were brought before the general membership                              

II.  OSMT Annual Budget for 2010 

Now that the audit of the societyõs 2009 financial records is almost complete and official, President Bryan    

Kurowski will begin work on putting together a budget of projected income and expenses for the year ahead.  

Genus Cattleya that were major    

players in the history of Cattleya    

hybridization and are still important 

today.   

These include some of the closely    

allied genera like Brassavola, as well 

as other species which were formerly 

classified in what, until very recently, 

were considered separate and distinct, 

yet still closely allied genera, such as 

Laelia and Sophronitis, but are now 

being merged into the main genus 

Cattleya based on new genetic    

analysis, creating much confusion and 

frustration for all, save for a few folks 

involved in the great battle between 

the òlumpersó and the òsplittersó.    



February 

Tues. 2 / 16 ñ February 

OSMT Meeting at Cheekwood 

Botanical Gardens  

Sat. 2 / 20 ñ IPA Winter  

Meeting at Peach State      

Orchids in Woodstock, GA.  

A Message from the President ...A Message from the President ...A Message from the President ...   
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Well, here we are, about to embark on another year full of meetings, shows, and other activities.  With one year 

now under my belt as President of the Society, I am really looking forward to working together with everyone 

to make this the best and most rewarding year yet.  There is a lot of work ahead that will need to be done, and 

no one single person in this society is able carry the entire load on his or her shoulders, but together we can 

meet whatever challenges we face.  

So I would like to extend an open invitation to any member who is willing contribute time and energy or new 

ideas to make our society more inclusive, fun, and worth being a part of.  Is there any particular talent you 

have that you might be able to lend to the collective team effort and thereby help make every other personõs 

individual load that much lighter and easier to bear?  Do you have a first -bloom seedling or a prolific bloomer 

that you would like to submit as ôOrchid of the Monthõ for posting on the OSMT web site,?  Or do you have any 

ideas for articles or other content to write up for the newsletter?  If so, please do not be shy about speaking up 

and letting either me or one of our other officers or trustees know.  Anything that you are able to contribute is 

greatly appreciated and will help enrich the experience of all the other members.  

On that note, I will close this monthõs greeting and will look forward to seeing you at the February meeting. 

Events CalendarEvents CalendarEvents Calendar   

March 

Thurs. 3 / 4 thru Sun. 3 / 7 ñ 

21st Annual Nashville Lawn & 

Garden Show at the Tennessee 

State Fairgrounds  

Thurs. 3 / 11 thru Sun. 3 /14 ñ 

Atlanta and South Metro      

Orchid Society Show  

March (cont.) 

Fri. 3 / 19 thru Sun. 3 / 21 

Mid -America Orchid     

Congress and Greater 

Omaha Orchid Society 

Show and Sale at the 

Omaha Marriott in Omaha, 

Nebraska  

A selection of photos taken at the January meeting ... 


